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medieval India, and to the splendours of Vijayanagara in the
chronicles of the Daksinapatha. It may therefore be stated without
exaggeration that the Age of the Guptas was in several respects the
golden age of Indian history.
1.   Fine Arts in Pre-Gupta times
Kautaiya, in an interesting passage, reveals what he meant by
fine arts and their patronage in his day, He observes that " Those
who teach prostitutes, female slaves and actresses, arts such as
singing, playing on musical instruments, reading, dancing, acting,
writing, painting, playing on the instruments such as the olna, pipe
and drum, reading the thoughts of others, manufacture of scents and
garlands, shampooing, and the art of attracting and captivating the
minds of others, shall be endowed with maintenance from the State."1
From this passage it may be inferred first, that there must have been
specialists in all these branches of human knowledge; secondly, that
these must have been considered the rnosfc important of all the fine
arts which were thought worth learning and imparting to others,
thirdly, that dancing girls, women slaves and actresses only were
considered to specialise in such arts and lastly, the most important
factor is that such specialists were patronised by the State which
maintained them at State expense.
That each of these arts must have reached a considerable stage of
specialisation maybe concluded from one or two examples. Let us take
for instance the question of scents or scented pastes. Kautaiya men-
tions quite a number of them, Among some of these which he refers to
may be mentioned the names of Satana, Gosirqaka, Jfaricahdam,
Tawutsto, Gmtnenika, Duivasabheya, Aupaka (Japaka\ Johgaka
Taurupa, Agaru, Maleijaka, Kucahdatia, Kalaparvataka, KosakCtra-
parvataka, Sliodaklija, Ndyaparwtaka and Sakala*% These varieties
show not only the range but also the specimens of scented pastes
which were manufactured in the days of Kautaiya and which were
evidently known to his people. If this was the case with ordinary
pastes it is not too much of a presumption to suppose that in many
other arts as well specialisation must have reached an equally high
standard of efficiency.
Kautaiya refers again to the types of clothes which appear to
have been current in those days.   Among these mention is made of
woollen and cotton fabrics.   Among the woollens he specifies  ten
* Kautaiya, op. cit.> Bk, II, CL XXVII, p, 139.